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This pdf was compiled by Heinrich van den Berg from  

images taken on one trip of eight days – the same length 

of time this photographic safari will run for. 



Chongwe



The advantage of photographing at Chongwe is 
the variety of photographic oportunities. You can 
go out on a game drive into the Lower Zambezi 
National Park in the morning, photographing the 
Big 5, and head back to camp by boat on the 
Zambezi River, photographing hippos and fish 
eagles. Then, in the middle of the day, you can 
even catch tiger fish. Then spend the afternoon on 
a small boat on the Chongwe River to photograph 
birds, elephants, crocodiles and hippos. 

The variety of species is mind-boggling. And the 
real drawcard is that this is real Africa. There are no 
other people around. You have it all to yourself.

Tributaries and arteries







There are two ways to photograph birds on the 
Chongwe River - either by vehicle or by small 
boat. Here we photographed by vehicle. At a spot 
in the river there are some red cliffs that reflect 
beautifully in the water, creating opportunities 
for interesting images of birds against red 
backgrounds.
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In the national park there are some remarkable trees to photograph. Here I 
used flashes to light the tree up from the side to reveal the texture. The lion 
image is one of those images that would only work in black and white. And 
the skill is recognising that when photographing.



 y

In the Chongwe River we can get extremely close to hippo. By 
going low, we can create dramatic images.



Photographed from the boat on the Chongwe 
River. 



In the late afternoon, the Chongwe River is a great place to photograph from the boat and capture 
elephant drinking and sand bathing.





Coming back on the 
Zambezi after a game 
drive in the national 
park, there are ample 
opportunities for 
photographing hippos 
running into the water 
as the boat passes 
them. Fortunately  
they usually run 
towards the boat 
from the bank, giving 
opportunities for nice 
images head on.
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The landscape in 
the national park is 
impressive and unique.





Taken on the Zambezi.



Taken on the Chongwe.



All of these birds’ photographs were taken from a 
little boat on the Chongwe River. 



It is quite a skill to get an 
image of a croc as he enters 
the water - they move very 
fast and getting the timing 
right can be tough.



The hippo was photographed on the Zambezi.





Beautiful baobab trees create a scenic 
background for images of lion and 
other animals.



Even death can be photogenic.
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wrapped in sky



The plain and the beautiful

Liuwa Plains is a destination for the connoisseur 
photographer. It is place like nowhere else. Like 
the Masai Mara, it is wide and flat, with hundreds 
of wildebeest and ample predators. But unlike the 
Mara, here you will find thousands of birds in large 
flocks. And most importantly, also unlike the Mara, 
you will probably not see one other vehicle during 
your stay. 

Because the grass is so short, one can photograph 
from low down, creating interesting perspectives.



Liuwa Plains boasts the second largest migration in Africa. The plains are huge. 
To get a better perspective, we can offer helicopter flips for photographers. 
Although you will also be flown into the camp via helicopter, which will give a great 
opportunity to view the plains from above. 



There is always plenty of opportunity 
to photograph cheetah. Big cats are 
being studied in the area, so there 
are often researchers tracking them, 
which makes it easier for the game 
drive guides to find them.



Liuwa is perfect cheetah 
country.
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The beauty of Liuwa is the open skies and the plains. And the fact that there are often NO other 
people. 



Wattled cranes dance 
on the plains. Here one 
needs a long lens - at least 
600mm.



Hyaena roam the 
plains and hunt - 
sometimes during 
the day, making for 
excellent photographic 
opportunities.



Because the grass is 
so low and the plains 
are so flat, one can get 
out of the vehicle and 
lie down on the ground 
to get interesting 
perspectives.



We were fortunate - photographically - to see a pack of Hyaena take down a wildebeest. It was a disturbing 
experience, though, and I got some gory images that I wouldn’t show anyone; but it was incredibly dramatic 
and heart-wrenching. I am hoping that converting the image to black and white will mask some of the 
horror...



Whilst we were there, the Hyaena spent loads of time in the water.





Lady Liuwa was the only lion on Liuwa plains for many years. 
Unfortunately she passed away in 2017. Do yourself a favour 
and watch the documentary ‘The Last Lioness’. It is available 
on YouTube.
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The male Namaqua 
chameleon hardly ever 
changes its colour, 
because the desert does 
not. 
But when there is a female 
around, it cannot help 
blushing.



There are ample opportunities to photograph Letchwe running through the 
water. 



All cats need to rest. But even sleeping cats can 
make an image.



In no other place have I seen this volume of birds. Elsewhere one can count oneself lucky to see a 
single black heron hunting - at Liuwa Plains they hunt in flocks. It is incredible to see. 
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The plains are buzzing with life, especially in one area, where the average self-drive 
tourist wouldn’t normally go to. This area is relatively close to the camp.
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There are huge numbers of pelicans and 
cranes, as well as all kinds of other species 
of birds. 



96

“The most precious commodity in life is time. Life must move on.
You must take your time and do the things that you love.”

Thierry Dalais





15-23 May 2018
4 nights Chongwe, 4 nights Liuwa Plains 

Only US$ 10 900
per person sharing


